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Exploring the differences &
similarities of Europe
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Theme: Internationalisation
Subject: Different cultures in Europe
Extra: Download the available postcard assignment
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Introduction

Welcome to an exciting journey through Europe! In this interactive 360-degree
experience, you will have the opportunity to explore various countries within the
European Union. By clicking on each country, you will be transported to a 360-
degree photo of a city and a natural landscape, complete with a voiceover to guide
you. Additionally, you can access a dedicated page for each country that provides
more information on its history and architecture, government, social and
community aspects, food and cuisine, and traditions and festivals.

TOOLS FORT

This experience aims to highlight both the differences and similarities among
European countries. You will visit Spain, Greece, Malta, the Netherlands, Romania,
and Lithuania, among others. Each country has its unique charm and cultural
heritage, yet they all share common values and a sense of unity within the
European Union.

As you navigate through this virtual tour, pay attention to the rich history and
architectural marvels, the diverse governmental structures, the vibrant social
communities, and the delicious culinary traditions. Discover how each country
celebrates its festivals and maintains its traditions, and see how these elements
contribute to the broader European identity.

In practice

Exploring Europe through this interactive 360-degree experience allows you to
immerse yourself in the diverse cultures and landscapes of the European Union.
Let's look at some practical examples of what you can expect to learn and
experience.

City and nature exploration

By clicking on each country, you will be taken to a 360-degree photo of a city and
a natural landscape. Each photo is accompanied by a voiceover that provides
interesting facts and insights about the country.

Historical and architectural insights

On the dedicated page for each country, you will find detailed information about
its history and architecture. Learn about how historical events have shaped the
cities and how architectural styles have evolved over time.
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Government and social community
Explore the governmental structures and social communities of each country. TOOLS FOR T
Understand how different countries are governed and how their political systems =™
operate. Learn about the social initiatives and community projects that bring

people together and foster a sense of belonging.

Food, cuisine, and traditions

One of the highlights of this experience is discovering the diverse culinary
traditions and festivals of each country. Each country offers a unique gastronomic
experience. Learn about traditional dishes, cooking methods, and the cultural
significance of food. Additionally, explore the various festivals and celebrations
that take place throughout the year.

Did you know?
The Netherlands has more bicycles than people, with over 22 million bikes for a
population of 17 million.

Explore Europe from your own room

How to explore:

¢ Click and discover: Simply click on a country to be transported to a 360-
degree photo of a city or a natural landscape. Use your mouse or touchpad
to look around and immerse yourself in the surroundings.

e Famous landmarks: Challenge yourself to find famous landmarks in each
country. Can you spot the Eiffel Tower in France or the Colosseum in Italy?

¢ Classmate challenge: Turn off the sound and let your classmate pick a
country for you to explore. See if you can recognize the country
immediately based on the visual clues. This is a fun way to test your
knowledge and learn more about different European countries.

This interactive experience is a great way to learn about the diverse cultures,
histories, and landscapes of Europe without leaving your room. Enjoy your virtual
travels and see how many countries you can explore and recognize!
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Did you know?
Spain is home to the world's oldest restaurant, Sobrino de Botin, which has
been serving delicious meals since 1725.

TOOLS FORT

Differences and similarities

Europe is a continent rich in diversity, with each country offering its own unique
culture, traditions, and way of life. From the sunny beaches of Spain to the
historic ruins of Greece, the picturesque landscapes of Malta, the vibrant cities of
the Netherlands, the medieval castles of Romania, and the lush forests of
Lithuania, Europe is a tapestry of varied experiences.

Cultural diversity

Each European country has its own language, cuisine, festivals, and customs. For
example, the Spanish siesta, the Greek plate smashing, the Maltese festas, the
Dutch cycling culture, the Romanian folklore, and the Lithuanian midsummer
celebrations all highlight the rich cultural diversity across the continent. These
differences make Europe a fascinating place to explore and learn about.

Shared values and unity

Despite these differences, European countries share many common values and
goals. The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 27 member
countries that work together to promote peace, stability, and prosperity. The EU
facilitates cooperation in areas such as trade, environmental protection, and
human rights, fostering a sense of unity among its members.

Economic and social integration

The EU has created a single market that allows goods, services, people, and
capital to move freely across member states. This economic integration has led to
greater collaboration and interdependence among European countries.
Additionally, EU initiatives such as the Erasmus+ program promote educational
and cultural exchanges, helping to build a shared European identity.
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Task

Postcard Assignment Instructions

TOOLS FORT

Open the postcard assignment.

Read Carla’s postcard carefully.

Choose a country that is different from your own.

Imagine you are living in that country and write a postcard back to Carla,
answering her questions. Use the provided text boxes to do this.

Add a picture of the country to your postcard.

Save your completed postcard as a PDF file.
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Have fun!

ASSIGNMENT
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Go to experience ¢

Conclusion

Europe's strength lies in its ability to celebrate both its differences and
similarities. While each country maintains its unique cultural heritage, the shared
values and goals of the European Union create a sense of unity and cooperation.
By exploring Europe through this interactive 360-degree experience, you will gain a
deeper understanding of how diverse yet interconnected this continent truly is.




